Mount Pleasant’s
new zoning code!

How does the new
Zoning Code help me &
my property?

Home Additions
Lower setbacks and
increased size allowances.

The Village of Mount Pleasant passed a
completely new zoning ordinance one year ago
on June 8, 2020.

Thinking of expanding your home and add on a
sunroom? Family grown and don’t want to
move? You’re in luck! The new zoning codes
RL-1 zoning has lower setbacks than the old

This rewrite was a culmination of years of work.
Consultants Duncan & Associates and The Lakota
Group led the eﬀort and collaborated with Mount
P l e a s a n t ’s s t a ﬀ , c i t i z e n s , o ﬃ c i a l s , a n d
stakeholders to replace a zoning code that had
been largely unchanged for 48 years.

R-100 or R-75, allowing homes to expand

to 15 ft away from the front property line
or 8 ft away from the side lot lines. The
new code also expands the building coverage
allowance from 25% to 50% of any RL-1 lot.

Lot splitting & division

The overarching philosophy behind the code was
to free up property owners in ways that build
stronger communities by giving them greater
rights and flexibilities in regards to their property,
all while making the code easier to approach and
understand.

Have a large lot and want to
cash in on the hot real estate
market?

To celebrate the anniversary, let’s take a quick
overview of the new provisions in the code that
could help property owners in our most common
districts maximize the enjoyment, utilizations, and
value of their properties.

The RL-1 zoning classification allows for a

Or just don’t want to manage that much lawn
anymore? Good news!

minimum lot frontage anywhere from
55’-120’, and a lot size of from 6,000 ft2 to
an acre. This added flexibility allows for new
property divisions that our old zoning code would
have required a rezone or variance to do. See if
you qualify!

Home Sizes

Backyard Cottages

Home Occupations

Chickens

Not everyone needs or
wants a large home.
We’ve reduced the area
requirement from ~1,900
ft2 to 1,250 ft2 on infill lots
in RL-1 districts in the
new zoning code.

Downsizing? Boomerang
College Kid? Caring for
an elder? Want extra
income?
Backyard Cottages are
small units permitted on
all residential lots in
Mount Pleasant.

COVID made a lot of
people work from home.
Our new code allows for
a greater flexibility of live/
work arrangements for
some low/no customer
occupations & rural
occupations.

Yes, chickens. Each lot
can have up to 4 hens
with an approved zoning
application for the
location of the chicken
coop. Community
gardens are also now
permitted.

Garages, Pole Barns, &
other Accessory Buildings
Bigger. Better. Buildings.
Do you have too many large toys? Well, Mount
Pleasant heard you! The new code allows for up to

20 ft in accessory building height, size based
on lot area, and decreased setbacks to the
property line. This is an upgrade to the old 15 ft
height limit and square footage relative to the size of
the home. Best of all, no special hearings or extra
fees! Park your RV in a new garage today!

1 or 2 homes on every lot

Wondering if you can
take advantage of the
new zoning code or
have other questions?
Contact our friendly staff:

Robin Palm, AICP
Planner II
Phone: (262) 664-7829
RPalm@MTPleasantWI.gov

Single Family? Duplex? Etc.?
You get to choose! Wisconsin’s building code
doesn’t diﬀerentiate between 1 & 2 family
dwellings, & neither does the new zoning code.

You can choose to have a single family
home or duplex on your lot in all standard
residential districts. If you have a single
family home, you can add a secondary
suite or build a backyard cottage.

Samuel Schultz, AICP, CNU-A
Community Development
Director
Phone: 262-664-7876
SSchultz@MTPleasantWI.gov

